
THE NABI MUHAMMAD AS – SOME GLIMPSES
Muhammad, however, was responsible for both the theology of Islam and its main ethical and moral principles. In addition, he played the key role in proselytizing the new faith, and in establishing the religious practices of Islam. Moreover, he is the author of the Moslem holy scriptures, the Koran, a collection of certain of Muhammad's insights that he believed had been directly revealed to him by Allah. Most of these utterances were copied more or less faithfully during Muhammad's lifetime and were collected together in authoritative form not long after his death. The Koran therefore, closely represents Muhammad's ideas and teachings and to a considerable extent his exact words. No such detailed compilation of the teachings of Christ has survived. Since the Koran is at least as important to Moslems as the Bible is to Christians, the influence of Muhammad through the medium of the Koran has been enormous. It is probable that the relative influence of Muhammad on Islam has been larger than the combined influence of Jesus Christ and St. Paul on Christianity. On the purely religious level, then, it seems likely that Muhammad has been as influential in human history as Jesus.

Furthermore, Muhammad (unlike Jesus) was a secular as well as a religious leader. In fact, as the driving force behind the Arab conquests, he may well rank as the most influential political leader of all time.

It is this unparalleled combination of secular and religious influence which I feel entitles Muhammad to be considered the most influential single figure in human history.
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29 Muhammad is the Messenger of
Allah, and those with him are firm of
heart against the disbelievers,? com-
passionate among themselves. Thou

4;;':‘;-‘03‘“- :;f:;/a;

> 923 4

P

s L&J’u;,r* 5




image6.png
seest them bowing down, prostrating
themselves, seeking Allah’s grace and
pleasure. Their marks are on their
faces in consequence of prostration.
That is their description in the Torah
— and their description in the Gospel
— like seed-produce that puts forth its
sprout, then strengthens it, so it
becomes stout and stands firmly on its
stem, delighting the sowers that He
may enrage the disbelievers on
account of them. Allah has promised
such of them as believe and do good,
forgiveness and a great reward.
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21 Certainly you have in the
Messenger of Allah an excellent exem-
plar for him who hopes in Allah and
the Latter day, and remembers Allah
much.4
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27 And on the day when the
wrongdoer will bite his hands, say-
ing: Would that T had taken a way
with the Messenger!®

28 O woe is me! would that I had
not taken such a one for a friend!

29 Certainly he led me astray from
the Reminder after it had come to
me. And the devil ever deserts man.
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41 O you who believe, remember
Allah with much remembrance,

42 And glorify Him morning and
evening.

43 He it is Who sends blessings on
you, and (so do) His angels, that He
may bring you forth out of darkness
into light. And He is ever Merciful to
the believers.”

44 Their salutation on the day they
‘meet Him will be, Peace! and He has
prepared for them an honourable
reward.

45 O Prophet, surely We have sent
thee as a witness, and a bearer of
good news and a warner,
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Torah and the Gospel." He enjoins
them good and forbids them evil, and
makes lawful to them the good things
and prohibits for them impure things,
and removes from them their burden
and the shackles which were on
them. So those who believe in him and
honour him and help him,¢ and follow
the light which has been sent down
with him — these are the successful.
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40 Muhammad is not the father of
any of your men, but he is the
Messenger of Allah and the Seal of the
prophets. And Allah is ever Knower of
all things.?





