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The Knowledge of Allah Transcends All 

by Shaikh Abdool Aziz Shaikh 

Preamble/Introduction 

 

“Just as Allah has the right to limit Himself in terms of His Power, He can certainly do the same 

in terms of His Knowledge”. This is the statement that motivated for this paper being researched and 

written. 

The Question one needs to ask is whether there is any restriction by Allah on His Own Attributes and 

actions, is this in conformity with His Personality and Attribute or His application of it....As a start 

let’s look at two Verses: 

 

Surah 33 Verse 62: The way (Law/Sunnah) of Allah will NEVER change. 

 

 
 

Also Chapter 6 Verse 34 , There is none that can change the words of Allah. 

 

And in Surah 11 Verse 6: Allah is on the straight path, meaning there is no varying of this path. 

 

 
 

“I place my trust in Allah who is not only my Rabb but also yours. There is no living creature who can 

escape the grip of His law of Mukaf’at. Surely, the path of my Rabb is straight (See also: 1/5, 6/126-

127, 6/153-154, 42/53).” 

 

When one “attempts” to study the Character and Personality of Allah one needs to be cognisant of the 

fact that there is need for maintenance of a constant attitude of Respect and Awe towards Him and the 

Book He has Revealed as a Rehmat and Bounty from Allah for man. 

One should always be aware of Verses 21-24 of Chapter 59; for the current subject, especially verse 

22 which clearly demonstrates the expanse of His Knowledge. 

 

 
 

For the sake of this paper One Who has knowledge of the UNSEEN needs to be  
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understood as to what it refers to in relation to the knowledge of Allah. , Ghaib, will be 

anything that is out of sight even though it is in concept only. In Verse 22 above the Qur’an has used 

the word Shahadah, , in opposition to Ghaib, and thus expostulated the word’s 

meaning; i.e. Ghaib ,unseen, is something that cannot be seen or which is not manifest and 

, Shahadah is that which can be seen or witnessed. For something to be Ghaib it must 

be present somewhere in the Universe but is oblivious to the physical eyes. When “Ghaib” becomes 

visible to the eyes it is said to be Mash-hoodh,  or evident; if it does not exist at all 

then that entity cannot be called Ghaib. All this Ghaib, Mash-hoodh and that which has not come 

into existence yet is in the knowledge of Allah.  appears 13 times in the Quran with 

similar meanings. 

To understand the discussion point let’s now look at the Power of Allah. In Surah 18 Verse 39: 

, There is no power but that Of Allah. In Surah 2 Verse 125 Allah states: 

, The power is wholly Allah’s.  In Surah 11 Verse 52 Hud AS tells his people 

to seek the forgiveness of Allah for He will add His power to that of the people. The 

question arises, if Allah suspends His power than how will it be added to the people of Hud AS.  
 

In Surah 18 Verse 95 the Quran states: 

 

 

 
 

Here Dhul Qarnain is dependent on the power of Allah to be established. How could this happen if 

Allah dispenses with His power. 
In Surah 51 Verse 58 the power of Allah is strong. Once again if Allah uses His power to provide 

sustenance, any lapse of this power would be disastrous. 
 

 
 
Surah 81 Verse 20 clearly illustrates the fact that power is needed for the dispensing of authority 

(Throne) 

 

 

 
 
In Surah 40 Verse 22 Allah’s requital is strong. Verse 25 below of Surah 33 is self sufficient. 

 
 

In addition we must recognise this discussion as allegorical and we may not have reached the level of 

understanding to know the “how”, “when” and “where”, that is required as per Surah 3 Verse 7: 



Page | 3  

 

 

 

 

 
 

Ably explained as follows: 

Allah has sent down this Book to you, O Rasool! which includes verses of two kinds. The first kind 

consists of those verses which have definite meaning and constitute the foundation of Allah’s Laws. 

The second kind are figurative or allegorical and explain abstract realities metaphorically. Those who 

tend to deviate from Allah’s Path, take the figurative verses in their literal sense thereby causing 

discord by interpreting these verses in their own way. Allah is the only one who knows the essence of 

the realities which these verses represent. Those who make a right approach to knowledge believe in 

the realities but can also form an idea of what they are and can perceive their significance. These are 

the people who are gifted with insight (74/31). 

 

A further required understanding is as follows: 

Human mind just cannot perceive Him in any shape or physical form nor can explain Him. He 

is beyond human perceptions (6/104). 

 

 
 

Nothing is like Him (42/11). He is the Hearing and the Perceiving. The definitely article, “Al”, 

denotes that all and every kinds of “Hearing and Perceiving”, especially when used as subject of a 

sentence its finite and infinite form is only for Allah. Allah is beyond the thought, judgement, 

suspicion and conception of man and the whole creation. 

 

 
 

However, we can explain His Attributes as mentioned in the Quran. To believe in Allah would, 

therefore, mean to acknowledge and accept His Sovereignty with all His Attributes, as mentioned 

in the Quran, in the most balanced and proportionate manner (17/110). 

A further Attribute of Allah is that He does not sleep nor rests; Surah 2 Verse 255: 
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Care must be taken to understand, as explained below, that all of creation, correctly stated functions 

according to a Law (Amr) of Allah. This does not mean that Allah leaves everything to “carry-on” on 

its own and leaves it “to do something else” Law means rules etc that can be examined by man (the 

concept of functionaries) or controlled by him if man has the , Surah 55 Verse 33 ability 

and knowledge and authority to do so. Allah’s function is not just to create the Laws and suspend His 

actions for in the same Surah 55 Verse 29: 

 
 

This Verse can be explained as follows (in conjunction with Verse 33) Allah is always busy. 

29. Also reflect on the fact that everything in the Universe (Man is a part of the universe, therefore for 

man too it is necessary that it must live or exist within some law which has not been created by him 

but is created by the Amr of Allah as an External source. As far as his corporeal self is concerned, it is 

guided by the same principles as apply to other creatures: to eat, sleep, regeneration, sickness, death, 

all are similar: and follow the same law. but this law too is not self made.) is dependent on His 

Rabubiyyat for development. Also their requirements of Rabubiyyat keep on changing at every stage. 

In fact, under different circumstances as they pass through various stages of development, the 

requirements for their nourishment differ. The Divine Law of Rabubiyyat is that everything continues 

to receive according to its needs, the required means of nourishment. (Man has need of Allah 35:15; 

He gives man what man asks 14:34) Man, because of his lack of full allegorical knowledge, cannot 

understand what keeps Allah busy all the time—no one knows which of His attributes rests, if any. 

Most important of all in Surah 7 Verse 145 the Quran categorically states that Allah explains 

everything:  and in everything is knowledge of the future. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

To understand the subject under discussion let’s commence with some definitions an 

Explanations from the Quran 

and is All-Knowing and All-Hearing. This is in reference to those who 

reject other deities in favour of Allah 

means to know or understand something without any hesitation and 

weakness; to know with full authority and in Arabic such knowledgeable entity is regarded as 

’Alimun or one who knows in this detail is ‘Aleem, . Only Allah has the 

attribute to be knowledgeable in this way. , As Sam’u refers to the faculty of the ear to 

hear and recognise sounds and sometimes refers to the ear itself. In the case of Allah it would  

mean to hear without any hesitation physically and through full faculties. is one 

who hears with full knowledge. And again in Surah 49 Verse 1: Do not venture your advice unless 

requested to do so: 
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Also refer to Surah 4 Verse 148; Surah 2 Verse 224; for similar usages. In Surah 7 Verse 200 when 

we seek refuge in Allah from Satan for Allah hears and knows all things. 

 

In Surah 41 Verse 34-36 one will notice that Allah is the Hearer and the Knower 

 

 
 

In Surah 24 Verse 32 :  , Allah’s knowledge encompasses all, and He knows all 

things.  is from  and in Chapter 2 Verse 255,  

means that Allah’s Authority encompasses the entire universe 

which He maintains untiringly.” In relation to His knowledge, it will encompass ALL, past, present 

and future as Allah is beyond time and space, everything is in the present tense for Him. As an  

explanation Wasia, Yasa-u, Sa’ah means to have the power, the 

capability and the right of power and capacity. Is the action of man part of the Universe? 

The above is again used in Surah 24 Verse 32 with the meaning “Allah encompasses all and 

He knows all things”. The same phrase is repeated for the enablement of marriage between slaves for 

a normal life......Allah encompasses all......Surah 24 Verse 32. 

 

Surah 2 Verse 283 distinctly explains that Allah has full knowledge of what one does: 

Whosoever conceals it (evidence) his heart is tainted with evil. 

And Allah knows all that you do (here there is no clarification whether what Allah knows is for the 

future or past; but the fact is that every ‘Amal or action is known by Allah). 

 

In Surah 2 Verse 271: 

 

 

 
 

 means that Allah is aware or well-acquainted with what you do. The 

choice of how you facilitate , Sadaqa, manifesting or hiding it is your choice but it is 

well known by Allah. Further in Surah 49 Verse 13 Allah explains how man should act in relation to 

racism, for He says that Allah has knowledge and is aware.: 
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In Chapter 4 Verse 35 the thoughts of the persons concerned is known by Allah, and thus their 

action: 

 

 

Allah knows the thoughts and thus action will follow. 

Surah 24 Verse 30 also explains that Allah is well aware of what is in the hearts of men: 

 

 
(O Rasool! Now convey to them another directive.) Tell Momineen that they should not let their gaze 

go wayward and (to keep in view) that their chastity should not become tarnished. (Eyes are 

openings which can also secretly let wrong ideas develop and lead to lewdness in society.) Human 

personality is nourished by purity of sight and mind. (Also tell them that these directives are not to 

be observed mechanically. They should become a part of their personality because) Allah's Law of 

Mukafat is fully aware about which action takes place mechanically (and which occurs 

spontaneously from the depth of one's heart). 

 

In Surah 2 Verses 228 to 232 Allah explains the process and ends by stating that “Allah knows but 

you know not”. A comparison of the knowledge of man with the knowledge of Allah. 

 

And in the next Verse 233: And keep your duty to Allah and Allah is 

seer (has full perception) of what you do, and in Verse 215 in relation to spending, “Allah is the 

Knower...” 

 

 
 

It is the duty of Believers to in Surah 5 Verse 9 maintain their pacts...and practice of justice for: 

 
 

When we return to accountability Allah will tell us the truth of all we did; surely this is because 

Allah has the knowledge of it, if not how will He tell us..Surah 31 Verse 15: 

. 

The Mashiyat of Allah (The will of Allah) and the Will of man 

The Dictionary meaning of “will” is: “The capability of conscious choice, decision and intention” or 

according to Oxford, “Desire, wish, longing, inclination, and disposition to do something”. 
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At this point it is necessary to briefly look at this aspect of the attribute of Allah. It must be clearly 

understood as to what is meant by Allah’s Mashiyat (or will):. It is misunderstood that for Allah to 

have power over all things means that He acts without any law or rule like a despot; that He may grant 

estates if He is happy, and annihilate a whole village if he is angry at something. 

 

Allah’s Will does not mean that it is exercised without any law or rule: (or justification). It is 

scientific observation that everything is bound by the system of cause and effect; but if one recedes 

back in time, a point will surely arrive when we will have to acknowledge that there is some effect 

which has no discernible cause; this is the point where everything in the universe and the universe 

itself began according to purely Allah’s Will. On enquiry on why and how this universe was created 

by Allah, it can only be responded to that all this was originated per Allah’s Will. At this point, we 

believe, His Will is not restricted or bound by any law or rule ( the law and rule is as he Willed). 

Man, as a created being, cannot be completely independent of his Creator in anything. Even free-will 

is not possessed by him of his own right, unlike Allah Who owns it in His own right. Man’s free will 

has been conferred on him as an element of Personality. Thus man has free will within the will of 

Allah and it functions within the absolute Freedom of Allah’s Will. 

 

 

 
 

Very ably explained as.....Ask them, “Is the one who is cast into the burning chastisement better than 

the one who shall remain secure and safe from all calamities on the Day of Judgment?” Keeping this 

point in mind, man can do whatever he likes. (One can select any path one likes as there is no 

compulsion on man; but understand that) Allah's Law of Mukafat is ever-seeing and watches over 

everything man does. The result would be compiled according to the path of life one chooses. To 

distinguish between the right and wrong paths is the job of man; and it is up to man to select one of 

these paths for oneself. The results of whatever path one chooses will be compiled according to 

Allah’s Law of Mukaf'at. Man does not have any control over this (effect of cause). 

The Mashiyat (Will or Scheme) of Allah can be summarised in three points: 

 

1) The first phase in which laws for all things are created and everything is created according to His 

Will or as he sees fit. We cannot comprehend anything about this phase. 

2) The second phase is that of the external Universe where everything is bound to follow the laws 

made for it. These do not change ever. Man can find out (he has been given the capability) about these 

laws by deliberation and knowledge. 

3) The third phase is that of the human personality. In one part of his life, (the physical part) the same 

laws apply as to other things in the universe; but on the human part affecting his personality the laws 

that he needs, are given through the Wahi (Divine Revelation) 

 

This could be stated as “Do what you will (act as you choose in accordance with your free will); 

Verily Allah sees (clearly) all that you do. Further in Surah 18 Verse 29: 

 
The same warning of using the free will negatively is given in Surah 78 Verse 39; Surah 74 Verse 36 

and 37; Surah 74 Verse 55 and 56; Surah 14 Verse 27. 
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Allah had chosen Talut as ruler according to His will in Surah 2 Verse 247: 

 “And Allah grants His kingdom through His authority, to whom He 

pleases. And Allah is ample-giving, Knowing.” 

 

And in Surah 2 Verse 251: 

 

“Allah had bestowed him (Da’ud) with power and wisdom and 

taught him whatever else He willed”. One can also use his will to wards Allah’s Surah 76 Verse 29 

 

The free will is given to man as respite, as stated in Surah 19 Verse 75; man is left to exercise his free 

will for good or evil and Allah exercises accountability on him. 

 

 
Another explanation would be: 

Tell them that (at the moment they have more wealth and power, but according to the Law of Ar-

Rahman, those who choose the wrong path are not apprehended immediately, instead) sometimes they  

are spared so that they see with their own eyes the destruction about which they were forewarned.  In 

the beginning this is a light punishment (so that they can revert from their erroneous path; but even  

after that if they do not desist and make amends), but then comes the ultimate doom.  So (according to 

this Divine Law) these people will soon understand who (of the two groups) is in the worse position 

and who is really weak. 

The law of Mashiyat  or Will has fixed law or rule or standard for everything. All these 

laws of nature have been made by Allah: but He has decided not to interfere in them. 

 

 
 

lun tajida lisunnatil lahi tabdeela; Surah 48 Verse 23, (Also refer 35:43). “You will never find change 

in Allah’s rules: and laws” (I am using only two examples here to illustrate this aspect, but there are 

many in the Quran). Here Allah’s mashiyat or Will would mean the laws that are operative in the 

entire Universe: and nothing in the universe has the power to go against these laws. The first phase (of 

origination- Amr) in which all laws were created by Allah as per His Will alone, is out of our 

comprehension and we can and do not know anything about it; whatever we learn about Allah is 

through studying these laws which are at work in the Universe, in other words, this phase of Allah’s 

Will can be somewhat understood by us through knowledge and experience. 

 

Allah has given man the power to obey or disobey the laws that have been created for his life;  
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faman sha’a fal yu’min wa man sha’a fal yukfur; Surah 18 Verse 29 “whosoever wishes can adopt the 

path of Eeman (or Belief) and whoever wants can choose Kufr(denial); i.e. contrary to other creations 

in the universe man can exercise the right to obey or disobey the laws that have been made for him: 

but at the same time he has been told that while he can indeed choose whichever way he wants, he has 

no power over the results; the result of every deed will be as has been originated by Allah i.e. reward 

for good deeds and chastisement for evil deeds; for instance man can choose between eating poison 

and sugar but he cannot create the result of either action of eating sugar or poison. The laws as to 

which deed will produce what sort of results have been given to man through the Wahi which today 

are safe in the Qur’an; so when man wants to understand something about Allah, he will have to 

understand the laws of nature along with the laws created for him, when man deliberates on both these 

laws then can he get to the Truth that both these laws are actually branches of the same tree. 

 

In addition to the Sunnah or Way of Allah there is also no change in the Way. Kalaam, Wahi of Allah 

(abrogation is only applicable to what has been added to the Wahi of Allah from the first Nabi AS, 

Refer Surah 22 Verse 52)  

 
 

And in Surah 10 Verse 64: 

 

 
 

“Just as Allah has the right to limit Himself in terms of His Power, He can certainly do the same 
in terms of His Knowledge”. This is the original thought that started this discussion. 

 

Verily, I think that the above explanations, thus far, have very lucidly, via the Verses of the Quran 

have clearly indicated that though Allah has the power and the Mashiyat to limit His 

actions He only does in terms of recompense and reward. This by no means suggests that there is any  

restrictions placed on His Knowledge, and anyway how will this ever be possible. Man can restrict 

how much knowledge one aspires to and attains but Allah is “All Knowledge” at every nanosecond of 

time. 

 

Having given the above explanations, it would be amiss if something is not said about Taqdir. 

 

Taqdir,  

 
Surah 25 Verse 2 states: 

 
 

And then in Surah 13 Verse 17 in relation to rain, water flows according to its measure: 
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In Surah 34 Verse 13  means a cauldron. These are some examples of how the word from 

its root of is used, as the root means measure, a container, but nowhere in the Quran it is used 

for predestination. In Surah 5 Verse 34 it is used as to conquer. 

 

 
I would like to conclude with the words of Muhammad Iqbal who has rightly said that Taqdir is a 

word which has been much misunderstood both in and outside the world if Islam. Explaining his  

views on Destiny, Iqbal says, “Destiny is time regarded as prior to the disclosure of its possibilities. It 

is time freed from the net of casual sequence the diagrammatic character which the logical 

understanding imposes on it. In one word, it is time as self and not as thought and calculated...Time 

regarded as destiny forms the very essence of things. The destiny of a thing then is not an unrelenting 

fate working from without like a task master, it is the inward reach of a thing, its realizable  

possibilities, which lie within the depth of its nature, and serially actualize themselves without any 

feeling of external compulsion. Thus the organic wholeness of duration does not mean that full-

fledged events are lying, as it were, in the womb of Reality, and drop one by one like the grains of 

sand in the hour-glass. If time is real, and not a mere repetition of homogenous moments which make 

conscious experience a delusion, then every moment in the of Reality is original, giving birth to what 

is absolutely novel and unforeseeable”. 

 

And so on and so forth.................................................................................................................. 
 

 

In Summary I can categorically say that: 

 

 

1. Allah’s Sunnah, Practice, Way, and law never change. 

2. The words of Allah do not change. 

3. Law of cause and effect (consequence of action) or Mukaf’ate Amal is operative on all 

living creatures. 

4. There is no evidence in the Quran that Allah suspends or discards even for a moment the 

expanse of His knowledge. 

5. Allah has full knowledge of the Seen and the Unseen. 

6. There is no evidence in the Quran that Allah’s power is ever suspended or stops even for 

a nanosecond. 

7. The subject under discussion is allegorical and its ultimate knowledge is with Allah. Man 

can only suppose. 

8. Allah’s Personality is beyond the full knowledge of any man. 

9. Allah is THE Hearer and THE knower. Refer discussion on Al Hamd. 

10. Allah’s Will is all encompassing. Man has free-will within the Will of Allah. 

11. Allah’s Retribution and accountability of man is delayed to allow man to exercise his 

freedom of choice. This is part of the Will of Allah. 

12. There is no Predestination, but man has the ability to actualise his potential which is 

within their personality. 

 

 

And Allah knows best. May He Guide us all. 


