Mukaf'at e Amal
The Law of Cause and Effect (Illat & Ma’loom)
This word has not been used as such in the Holy Quran, but extensively used in the exposition
and understanding the law of God and the Holy Quran. Its literal meaning is to reward and
recompense for one's deeds. This concept is explained hereunder.
The entire system of Deen (way of life according to Quran) is based on the principles of the law
of Mukaf'at: in fact, the entire universe revolves around this system. Allah has laid down an
unalterable dictum: every action in this universe has a previously decided or determined effect.
(as opposed to taqdeer, destiny, Karma etc). This is Mukaf'at.
For instance, if a kettle full of water is heated, the water at a certain degree of temperature would
get warm, start boiling and then turn into vapour. Or if a human being takes poison he would die.
This law of Allah prevalent in the universe does not change (48/23, 17/77, 35/43).

It is normally argued that Allah is All Powerful and the above concept contradicts His Absolute
Authority. This contention is not correct. The restriction that the law made by Allah is not
changeable, is imposed by Him voluntarily upon Himself and not by any outside authority and
secondly when He was making this law, there was no compulsion on Him. The whole beauty and
the force of this law lies in its permanence and changelessness. The authority which changes the
law every now and then, or as and when it desires, particularly for the sake or benefit of either his
own self or others is most undependable and unstable. Allah says that His "promise" is absolutely
true (28/13), and He would never back out of it (3/8).
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Human life has two aspects: the physical and the spiritual. The spiritual side is one that is more
than physical, which may be called his "Self."
The physical side is governed by physical laws. In this respect, he is more or less at par with
animals, i.e., eating, sleeping, falling sick, procreating and ultimately dying. His knowledge or
intention makes no difference in this respect. For instance, if a person puts his finger in the fire, it
would get burnt whether he puts it knowingly or unintentionally. The fire has this effect equally
on rich, poor, black or white, minor or major, insane or highly intelligent, Momin or K'afir. Again
it is not possible that one can get away from this pain by giving some bribe or by bringing some
recommendation of a higher authority, nor is it possible that he can transfer the pain to someone
else. However, Almighty Allah, Who has made this law, has also devised ways and means to get
rid of the pain by using a particular ointment or medicine.
The other aspect of physical life is that since man is a social animal, the society has to frame
certain laws to regulate his conduct. This is done so that there is peace and order in the society,
and the society has the right to punish whoever violates the law. It is, however, possible that at
times the culprit is not identified, or even after identification escapes law on account of
insufficient evidence or undue influence, and continues enjoying the benefits of ill-gotten wealth.
The spiritual aspect of every human being is a "Personality" or a "Self" which is directly and
indirectly affected by all his actions. He cannot simply get away by false pretence or clever deed.
For this, no police prosecutor or court is required to investigate, prove or announce punishment.
The deeds affect his "Self" automatically and this effect is not washed away even by his death the "Self" carries it over to the life Hereafter. Noble deeds strengthen and misdeeds weaken or
disintegrate it and accordingly he finds his positions in the life Hereafter.
Another difference between the physical and the spiritual life is that in physical life a person is
held responsible for violating a law unknowingly or even unintentionally, but in the spiritual life,
his "Self" will not be affected if he 1. has no knowledge of the law or the Divine Law (6/131) was not conveyed to him.

2. is minor or insane and not capable of understanding.
3. is forced to do a thing.
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(The above exceptions are also applicable in the criminal law of almost all the countries in the
world).
In short the law of Mukaf'at is that:1. Every human action:a. affects his "Self" (6/164).

b. is being recorded every second by Malaika (heavenly forces) and the record is kept up-to date
(82/10-11-12).

2. The Self is even affected by hidden and unfulfilled desires or intentions (40:19).

3. Only Allah the Almighty knows how much credit or discredit is to be given to a particular
act. (53/32).
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4. On the Day of Judgement all the actions would be weighed. Those whose balance of good
and constructive deeds tilts in their favour (is heavier) are the successful ones, but those whose
balance goes against them (is lighter) are the ones who have harmed themselves by their wilful
rejection of Allah's Message (7/8-9).

5. No one would be able to help any other, nor any intercession is allowed (2/123).

6. No action would go unrewarded or unpunished (3/25).

(read “souls” as person)
7. Everyone would get reward or punishment of his own deeds. (7/147, 52/16, 37/39, 45/28).

8. Absolute and full justice would be done, and no one would be dealt with unjustly (16/111,
40/17, 39/70).
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(read “soul” as person)

(read “soul” as person or personality)
9. No one would be able to transfer his good or bad deeds to others - he would himself get the
reward or the punishment as the case may be (2/286, 6/105, 6/165, 10/108, 17/7, 17/15, 27/40,
27/92, 29/6, 31/12, 35/18, 39/41, 45/15).
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10. And the most important verse is that even the Rasool-Allah (peace be upon him) the most
perfect of all the human beings, was asked to proclaim, "Say, surely I fear, if I disobey my Rabb,
the chastisement of a grievous day" (6/15-10/15-39/13).

So the Jannah in this world and Hereafter is earned as a result of good deeds, not as alms or gift
or on the recommendations of others (7/43, 29/158, 32/17, 70/38-39).

(Read “soul” as person or personality)

This is the law of Mukaf'at. Out of dust rose Adam, and out of good deeds would rise the man for
the world Hereafter.
Please attempt to read all the above Quranic references not produced above.
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